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In many parts of the werld teday, womanhood is seen with
yeurs of repression in a traditional male chauvinistic scciety where
she has been looked down upen cnly as a child-bearer, sex object and a

slave ¢f man., This certainly is not her choice.

She loeks at the West and their " demecratic system™ where
women are encoursged to get out of their home. She studies hard and werks
bard toc. Yet she does’'nt find the equality or happiness that she is after,

and she turns te tranguilizers and pills. She is turned inte z sex ebject
and multi-naticnal cerperatiouns expleit her sexuality for more benefit in
consumerized society. She is beaten by hey husband and she beats ber
chiléren in frustration. She turns te alcohol and cigareties amnd siarts
giving birth teo defective children.

She turns round and locks at the se—called Communist block
wheére they have tried te free her, but she is expleited in another form of
exploitation. This is all in the name of freedom and equality. She, as othér
buman beings, is just the tool of preduction and there is net much value other
than the naterialistic aspect of mankind. Her feminity is wrongly held sgzeinst
her, she is made a mere economic entity for the sake of society, like another
machine, First she leses her children to large institutions in order not te
lose her economic productivity, because she is told, in crder tc be free she
should not be bothered with the family bonds. ifter a few years Marxists tried
to change ber attitude because it was not productive society. The eother bloe
(chinese) does not experiment with vhat was triedd in itussia btut under
necessity of iime has epened the doers to the West recently. This also cannet
be her choice. 3

Therefere she looks at history and finds out that Islam gave her
her rights in such an oppressed society ef the pre-Isizmic era when she was seo
oppressed that she was bought and sold like an eobject and the new-born female
child was often buried zlive.She was considered sometling lese than & huwan

being until Islamic laws gave her rights egual te that of men.
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CHAPTER OF HOHLE
IN THE QURA'H The ur'an has a chapier called women's chapier. Ope
would think that the chapter on wemen would be entirely
abeut issues cencerning womem, but that is net se. ilthough it dees have
Bany verses ateut women and childrem, but they are discussed within the
framework ef society. ‘he Qur'an does not believe in = single iselated
issue as ihe wemen's issue, jusi as it dess net have any issues like
wen's or children's issue., If{ deals with the liberstion of women within
the framework of the liberatien ef eppreesed peeple, and then the issues
concerning thece peeple, their inmer relations withing the society where
they live, their relations wiith the eoppressers, and giving them guidance
hiew te evercome the oppressers and establish a justsocial system where
there will netl be zny injustice toward any member of seciety, including
wosen and children. Yhe wmura'm's appreach is that usking an issue of the
women's preblem is an ignerant or deliberate deviatien frem themsin issue-
the eppressed peeple. This would mean dealins with a2 superficizl contradiétien
rather than the basic cenflict and centradictien.

SUALITY CF

Fill AGD FCGEER inother facler te keep in mind is defining equality. In
seztern countries they have ceanfused eguality with similarity.

er sameness ef rightas., Therefore wemen are struggling te get same or gimilar

rights witk sen, and net mecessarily equal rights. iltheugh the women's right

movement Bas helped women teo get many ether rights but it bLrough them new

preblems and new forus sf sypressien.

¥ith the zdvancement ef technslegy the capitalists started
expleiting wesen =and childrem in the facteries because they eifered cheap
laver., Latern on they zlse started expleiting theam sexuxzlly fer amere prefit
in their consumerized seciety. The woman in thutnew form ef eppression sees
her feminity as the cause ef all her prebiems znd starts develeping a negative
attitude toward her fewinine charazteristics. Isiam regsrds the physical
differences between men wund wemen as certain charateristics~rather than positive
er negative velues and believes they are needed for perfection ef the cell
of the family thet is performing in the bedy of the seciety. Se Tslam sess
the reles of uven and wemen as cempleting reles, net cempeting rsles,

THE (UR'AN OB

BOUALITY Lew dees the wur'an deal with the guesilicn of equality 7 It
emphasizes an impertant and basic equality ef erigin. This 1

fact is emphasized in at least Tive verses threughout the Cur'an as under:
1) " Obh Kan teke shelter in your lLerd she hass created yeu frem

=~ @& single self and created frem it its pair” (Sura il1-Fisa vl)
2} " 4ind Ged has ziven yeu of yo. r ewn selves” (Yurs 21-FEzhl v.72)
3) " The originater of heavens and the earth, he made foryouf ok

frem ameng your own selves, pairs® Cura ax-xi%ixﬁ:ﬂi&)'ﬁll)

4) " B¢ it is whe created you froma single self and frem it

did he make its mate that he may dwell resting unte her®
: : (Sura il-iraf v.189)
5} " 4nd of His signs is that he created foryeur from yourselves

mates that jeu may dwell unte thiem, and cuused between you,

love and compsssion. Verily inm this are signs fer people

whe reflects" (Sura il-Beem v.21)
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It will be neted that there is mo mention of male superierity
ané the relatiensbip between the twoe is based en mutual suppert, leve
2pd respect,

"They (women) are your garments and you are their sarments”
{Sura 2l-Bagara v.187)

i we have seen in previous verses there was egquality of thier origin.
There are twe other verses that emphasize their spiritusl dimension.
Cne is Al-8ijr v.29 where it talks about the creation of 2 human being.
The verse continues ™ .. and breatheinte him ¥y spirit”. Aiso this fact
is emphasized in sura Al-Sajada v.9 * Then shape him and breathe into
him, His spirit”

In terns of social and peliticel ebligations men z2nd women are
both vicegerents of Ued en earth wnd they beth ghould recognize the Just
and the unjust.

" and the believer memn «nd the belisver women are guardisnc te
ene ancther, they enjoy geed snd forbid evil, they establish
prayer, pay the zakat and obey Ged and his apestle. Un these
people Cod will bestew his mercy. Verily, Ced is Almighty snd All-

s an i { Sura Al-iarat v.71)

In studying this verse, one sghould be fasiliar with the broad meaning of
eajeining rignt ane forbidding wrong and evil, which is one of the most
basic teachings of invelvement in the affuirs of seciety emphasized
throughdut the wur'an. Suck aware women are invelved in the imprdment
of their society shoulder to shoulder with men.

ilo recegnition of basic equality of men and women, the Qur'sn does
not give any p ositive advantages to wemwen either, Uiving @ positive advantage
Way mesn a basic inequality. Ffor example if & weman commits = crime, she
will be egually punished.

. Ag for the san whe steals er the woman whe steals, cut ye

ofi their kard" (Sura Al-Baida v.38)

* The fornicuter er fornicatress, scourge ;e esach of them
with 2 hundred stripes® (sura Al-Noor v.2)
It is within such framewsrk ef thought, such unders tanding of the

value system and undersianding of the diifersnce between equality and similarity
oOr sameness that cne should study the Lur'anic verses in regards to wnen.Yer
example the weman inherits half s much as the man. This hes been the basis
of the misunderstanding that women den't have the equal econemic rights as men,
This misunderstanding is due to the previously menticned mistake of judging

@ law away frem its system. In case of econemic rights of women, a woman is
encouragzed to take part in the econemic well-being of scciety. She gzine and
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‘keeps the fruits 6f her luber and is free te ihvést or spend it anyway She

wishes. Ste ;s zakat and gives intei.st-Iree louns, meaning che engages
inwonemic activities in seciety as well a2s pen deo. Yer werk wvhether inside
or cutside her house is regarded valuable because she can even éharge ——
her husband for smursing her own babies. On the ether hand she deesn't have
any obligations in regards ic suppe rting ancther member ef the family or

the secisty. It is the duty of man %o suppert his wife and ctildrem, even
if there is a wemam in his famil y like a mother or = sister wie has lest her

wale supperter, it is the man's duty %e mippert her economically. Therefors
at the end men and women vill emd up with egusl sevings end earnings. Se
they have equal ecenomic rights evem though they don’t have similar ecenemic
rights.xEn :

in susmary Islam does not zive positive er negative velus to £x
ferinine or mesculine characteristics.

(sdapted frem Islamic Hevelution
V.1 m.4) .



