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PRAGEDY OF TERN-AGE GIRLS

4 Kenyan DC Education Officer Elijah Andewal recently lamentcc

in public the high retc of pregnancies among girl school students, observing

" that 12 girls- an extremely high rate- were absent from an annual function

because of pregnancy in a girl school at Kitui town.

The authorities raising alarm advanced different reasons for
this tragic state of teen-age giis girls. Some thought the male Bachers
in the girl schools were the main culprite whilst oihers nftributed this
shameful state 4o lack of parental responsibility to bring up the youth
and the permissive society that we live in, the indescent life-styles
portrayed ip fiins, books and magazines besides the tempting offers by

the culprits of fashionable clothkes, alcohol and drugs in return for favours.

This‘tragic story need to be viewed as aﬁ'alarming signal of
the danger for éenerations to come. It should also act as an eye-opener
for every sociéiy which truly valuee its social and religious culture. It
ought to be seriously realized by one and every parént tcat once a girl
is seen flirtiné or acting indescently, the shame that it brings to the
family and the society remains for a long time. ‘be serious probleme that
it c;eates cann&t easily be solved and the repercussions are egually bad
and long lnsting.

It muet slso be understood that youth is a tender age whken zll
that is seen or heard in its environment gets easily abeorbed in the
soft miné of & young boy or girl. With easy access these daye to indeecent
literature, pictures and films through videos in many homes, the queetion
is yhether parents do realige of what grave demage and ndverse influerce
this causes to the young minds.

inother influencing factor is the freedom allcwed by parents to
young ones to participate in mixed gatberings of boye ané girls in tle form
of birth, wedding or friendly parties. To allow young boye ard girls to
mix freely is like to bring fire near a petrol depot. Visit to plnces of
attractions or tourist holiday resorts whers mer and women move around
in semi-nude condition dces also enteil considerable harm.

2 young girl of today ie amother of tomyrrow, under whoze Trearing
and care a new generation is to come up. If the culture of poeterity is to
be preserved, then is it not most essential to educute our girle with
Islamic descency and protect them from unhealthy environmental influence.?



&ny community which is proud of its own culture and truly
BETiOUS UPON preserving ity must also provide its own educational
facilities ané such schools where it cen ensure healthy environment
free of contact with undesirable elements, where no co-education
-is allowed ard where girle ere to be taught only by descent lady teachers.
Besides such a school need to enforce descent full dréss for all girls

and arrangement for imparting the knowledge of Ielamic ethics, history -
and culture is also mades

Ané where subbols with auch fegilities do alrendy exist, then
it is incumbent upon parents to insiet upon their g1r1s to0 attend
ingg schools: Those who fail to dc so, not onlyaghey commi t Lreach
of their parentul obligations but display lack of feel‘ng of pride and
dignity for.treir communitye

The whole ef issue of the right education e;éertlal for our teenenge
girls boils dovn “to- ensuring & healthy andwlleprcotecteéd environment. This
is of parezmount importance if the future of up-coming genraticns is to
be protecteds Le_4 us not forget that the future destiny of children to
be torng rests upon the quality of the caretaking of t: Leir mothers. This
is boumi to suffer if the girle of today and wuld-be mothers of tomorrow

are not educated under hezlthy and descent surrounding and environment.
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The psychiatrists today strongly sdvécate the heriditary influence

of mothers over their children hence the envoronmental effect cannot be
overlooked.



